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	Action

	1.
	Apologies
	

	
	Phil Hodges 

	

	2.
	Minutes of last meeting
	

	
	The minutes were agreed and signed by the Chairman as a true record of the meeting held on 27th January 2014.
	

	3.
	Matters Arising
	

	3.1
	Patient Email Address
	

	3.2
	The surgery is collecting email addresses from patients, but the clinical system, at present, is unable to send out emails to patients.  JS has put in a development request for this to be done.  
	

	4.
	Put patients first: Back general Practice (more information available at www.putpatientsfirst.rcgp.org.uk
	

	
	TT presented the case for backing the Royal College of General Practitioners campaign, in conjunction with the National Association of Patient Participation (NAPP)  to support General Practice.  
According to the BMA, funding for General Practice is falling year on year:  in 2004/5 the NHS funding invested 10% in General Practice, this has steadily reduced to 8.04% (7.47% excluding dispensed drugs).
The aim of the campaign is to increase funding to general practice by 1% per year for 3 years to take it up to 11% by 2017.

Five Facts about the general practice funding crisis:

· General practice conducts 90% of the UK NHS contacts for just 8.39% of the NHS budget.

· Between 2005/06 and 2011/12, the British NHS budget grew by 18% in real terms, but funding for general practice fell by 8.3%.

· According to Deloitte, if current trends continue, general practice will only receive 7.29% of the NHS budget by 2017/18.

· Based on the current trajectory, Deloitte says that general practice in England could receive just 7.28% of the NHS budget by 2017/18 (down from 8.5%).

· High levels of patient care in general practice could be secured if the UK’s governments ensured that general practice receives 11% of the NHS budget by 2017.

What we could do with 11% of the UK NHS budget

· Shorter waiting times for appointments and more flexible opening hours
· Longer consultations, especially for those with long term conditions, and better access to “whole person” care, reducing the need for multiple GP attendances.
· Better continuity of care, with improved opportunities for patients to see a GP who knows them.
· Improved care co-ordination and planning for the frail elderly and those with complex needs.
· More care delivered closer to home and expanded outreach services to those with the greatest healthcare needs.
· More time for GPs to spend delivering care to those who need it most – such as the vulnerable elderly, children, those with mental health problems and those who act as carers to family members or friends.
· A consistent, high quality patient experience in general practice and a reduction in pressure on the whole NHS.
The points above are obviously the national aims of the campaign.  The bottom line for this practice is that unless funding increases, the surgery will be unable to maintain even what there is at present.  As inflation increases the cost of running the surgery, (heat, light, stationery, water, waste, cleaning, etc. etc.) outgoings would have to be reduced just to stand still.

What can FOTS do to help?

· Write to your MP (James Gray) – there is a link on the website www.putpatientsfirst.rcgp.org.uk with a letter you can just sign, or edit if you wish.

· Set up a meeting with local politicians.

· Encourage other patients to sign-up to receive campaign updates.  (at the above website)

· Share you experiences

All the information you need to get involved is available on the website.

JS will provide information to Cliffhanger, Didmarton Diary and The Parish Life, which will also appear in the new Tolsey Newsletter.

	

	5.
	Any Other Business
	

	5.1
	JB asked if anyone knew of a suitable candidate for the Parish Clerk at Luckington.  It is a paid post, of 15 hours per month.  There is a notice giving details at the Post Office.
	

	5.2
	Reception Cover
	

	
	JW asked if details of new staff were given anywhere and if the receptionist hours had been reduced.  JS advised that reception cover has increased with Lisa Fleming now working every morning and Fiona Plowman working every afternoon.   Editorial went into Cliffhanger, Didmarton Diary and The Parish Life, as well as the Tolsey Newsletter and the Tolsey website giving full details. 
	

	5.3
	Email Distribution
	

	
	It became evident that there was a problem with the email distribution as none of the members present had received emails sent out by JS on the FOTS distribution list.  JS to investigate problem and rectify.
	JS

	6.0
	Meeting Dates for 2014/2015
	

	
	Tuesday, 22nd July 2014

Monday, 20th October 2014

Wednesday, 28th January 2015

Tuesday, 21st  April 2015

Monday, 20th July 2015

Wednesday, 21st October 2015
	

	10.
	Next meeting
	

	
	Tuesday, 22nd July 2014 Dr Pettit to attend.
	


Minutes accepted as true record of meeting:

Signed ……………………………………    
Date ………………………….

